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Key Indicators
Economic Indicators

Total population in millions, 2004 20.7
Average population growth rate (%), 2000-2005 3.5

Total GDP in billions US dollars, 2004 13.1
GDP per capita in US dollars, 2004 525.9
Real growth in GDP per capita (%), 2004 2.7

Growth of output (average annual percent growth), 1990-2002 5.9
Agriculture 5.6
Industry 6.5
Manufacturing 3.0
Services 5.8

Inflation (annual percent change), 2003 10.8
Government surplus/deficit (as percent of GDP), 2003 -2.7
Gross fixed capital formation (as percent of GDP), 2003 15.9
National savings rate (as percent of GDP), 2003 18.1
Interest rate spread, 2003 4.5
Highest marginal tax rate (%), 2004

Individual 35.0
Corporate 35.0

Real effective exchange rate,* 2003 108.6
Exports of goods and services (as percent of GDP), 2004 31.3
Imports of goods and services (as percent of GDP), 2004 29.9
Current account balance (as percent of GDP), 2004 3.5
Gross official reserves in months of imports, 2004 5,457.0
Government debt (as percent of GDP), 2003 12.9
Recorded unemployment (%), 1999 11.5
Gini index,** 2004 0.33

Human Development Indicators

Gross primary enrollment (percent of relevant age group), 2001 81.0
Gross secondary enrollment (percent of relevant age group), 2000 46.0
Gross tertiary enrollment (percent of relevant age group), 2001 (or most recent year available) 10.8
Adult literacy rate age 15 and above (%), 2002 49.0
Life expectancy at birth (years), 2002 57.4
HIV prevalence rate for population age 15 to 49 (%), 2003 0.1
Public expenditure on health (as percent of GDP), 2001 1.5

Infrastructure and Technology Diffusion Indicators

Paved roads (percent of total roads) 11.5
Main telephone lines per 100 inhabitants, 2003 2.8
Cellular mobile telephone subscribers per 100 inhabitants, 2003 2.1
Personal computers per 100 inhabitants, 2003 0.7
Internet users per 10,000 inhabitants, 2003 51.3

*2003 period average, CPI-based, trade-weighted real effective exchange rate (2002 = 100). Values greater (less) than 100 indicate
appreciation (depreciation)
** The Gini index is a number between zero and one that is a measure of economic inequality, with lower (higher) values representing less
(more) inequality.
Sources: World Bank World Development Indicators, 2004; IMF Country Reports; UNDP Human Development Indicators; International
Telecommunication Union; IMF World Economic Outlook Database, September 2004; IMF Information Notice System; International
Comparison Program (ICP) of the World Bank; UNFPA State of the World Population 2003; UNESCO Institute for Statistics; World Health
Organization World Health Report 2004; World Health Organization Global Atlas of Infectious Diseases 2004; Economist Intelligence Unit; 
ILO LABORSTA online.
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Recent Economic Trends
Yemen

Government debt and surplus/deficit as percentages of GDP, 1998–2003

Gross domestic product, constant prices, annual percent change, 1992–2004

FDI inward and outward stock and flow, US$ (millions), 2000 and 2003

Source: UNCTAD World Investment Report 2004
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Growth of world trade, all products
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Increase in world market share of Yemen, 1999-2003

Export Profile Chart for Selected Key Products
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Petroleum oils (not crude)

US$50M.
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Petroleum gases

Fish (frozen, whole)

Natural honey

Bananas and plantains
(fresh or dried)

Coffee

Raw skins of sheep or lambs
Oils  other products of
the distillation of high 

Cotton, not carded or combed

Onions, garlic and
leeks, fresh or chilled

Fish (cured or smoked)

Ferrous waste and scrap

Fish fillets and pieces
(fresh, chilled or frozen)

Crustaceans

Prepared fish and caviar

Raw hides and skins of bovine animals
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Source: ITC calculations based 
on COMTRADE statistics
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Competitiveness Rankings

Most Problematic Factors for Doing Business

Rank out of 12 Arab World Countries

Growth Competitiveness Index Rank 12

Macroeconomic Environment Index Rank .................................................................................................................................. 11
Macroeconomic Stability Subindex Rank ...................................................................................................................................... 12
Government Waste Rank ............................................................................................................................................................. 11
Country Credit Rating Rank.......................................................................................................................................................... 10

Public Institutions Index Rank .................................................................................................................................................... 12
Contracts and Law Subindex Rank................................................................................................................................................ 12
Corruption Subindex Rank ........................................................................................................................................................... 12

Technology Index Rank .............................................................................................................................................................. 11
Innovation Subindex Rank ........................................................................................................................................................... 12
ICT Subindex Rank....................................................................................................................................................................... 12
Technology Transfer Subindex Rank.............................................................................................................................................. 10

Source: World Economic Forum, Executive Opinion Survey (2004)

Corruption 

Access to financing

Inefficient government bureaucracy  

Inflation

Inadequate supply of infrastructure   

Inadequately educated workforce  

Tax regulations 

Policy instability  

Tax rates 

Restrictive labour regulations   

Foreign currency regulations   

Poor work ethic in national labour force

Crime and theft 

Government instability/coups 
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